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The mission of The
Appalachian Coal
Country Watershed
Team is to provide
rural communities
impoverished by
environmental
degradation and its
consequences the help
they need to make their
homeplace
watersheds healthier
places to live and work.

The ACCWT is sup-
ported by an innova-
tive partnership
among the Office of
Surface Mining, Ameri-
Corps*VISTA, and local
community groups
serving the 3 million
living within a mile of
an Abandoned Mine
Land.
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The ACCWT Support Office Relocates!

We celebrated the new year with a move to a new office, and a ribbon cutting ceremony put on by
the Beckley Chamber of Commerce.

We plan to use our homdike setting to show area residents how easy it is to be green. By teaming

with the Piney Creek Watershed Association , the ACCWT will install a rain barrel, rain garden,
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Above: Our new office building in Beckley,
West Virginia

Left: Team Coordinator Allan Comp with
(from left to right) OSM/VISTAs Scott
Fanello, Kat Bawden, Jenna Fehr, Ignatius
Weddington, Sabrina Sears, Caitlin Cole-
man, Lauren Lindgren, and ACCWT Coordi-
nator April Trent
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|
- Team Resource Generation: A Continuing ACCWT Goal

The ACCWT partners with communityled grassroots
watershed groups to build capacity in their communi-
ties and develop holistic solutions to environmental
and economic degradation. The OSM/VISTAs currently
serving in Appalachia commit themselves to furthering
sustainability in their community groups and aiding
efforts to combat environmental and social problems
therein. By focusing on the core goals of the ACCWT,
the OSM/VISTAs and their watershed organizations
greatly affect their communities and the region at
large. Here are some key statistics:

*$20.25/hr based on research from Independent Sector
**Does not include value of volunteer hours
***These numbers have only recently been tracked

Phase 2 of the Volunteerism Project

-Jenna Fehr, Volunteerism Coordinator
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in recruiting, managing, or retaining volunteers. A procedure for testing and monitoring each of these 25 practices in twdfelent rural water-
shed groups has been developed to study the effectiveness of these practices when implemented by other groups. A total diff&sent organiza-
tions are testing one or more of these volunteerism practices, totaling 49 ongoing projects.
For example Friends of the Lower Muskingham , based in Marietta, OH, have a problem shared by many watershed groups: how to conduct
regular water monitoring in all areas of a large watershed. Facilitated by the Volunteers for
Rural Watersheds research project, the needs of Friends of the Lower Muskingham were com-
pared to the successful practices of groups across ACCWT and WHWT.

They were matched with the volunteerbased monitoring project of theNorth Fork River
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unique because it is setbustaining and reliant on volunteers, which is useful for groups that
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as the machinery to mobilize volunteers on a regular basis to conduct water monitoring
throughout an area.

It is unlikely that Friends of the Lower Muskingham would have discovered and learned from
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from Hotchkiss, CO. Through the Volunteerism Project, the ACCWT and WHWT are creating
Volunteers in Armstrong County work hard a network that enables the exchange of ideas, advice, and stories of both success and failure

under the direction of OSM/VISTA Miranda for the benefit of people across the country.
Shoemaker

Recruiting News

In this last quarter , while the ACCWT welcomed no new OSM/VISTAs to the team, we recruited 13 positions to begin in Felgruas also re-
cruited 11 new projects? five of which are entirely new partnerships. We are looking forward to working with these new membersfaghe ACCWT

and their OSM/VISTAs in the next quarter.
Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team
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